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For many of us, I think we have old fashioned ideas about what Global Mission is all about.  We tend to think 
about  Global Mission the way it was 150 years ago when missionaries would go out to peoples living in primitive 
areas of the world who knew nothing about Jesus or modern Western culture and the missionaries had to 
evangelize people and teach people about Jesus in a culture that was totally different from Western culture 
where Christianity began.   
  

Global Mission today is far different; and mostly because those first missionaries were so successful.  After 150 
years of missionary efforts, those missions have brought many of those native peoples to Christ, and now these 
missionshave developed their own native pastors, teachers, and catechists; and now have their own established 
Lutheran denominations and congregations. 
  

The goal of Global Mission today is no longer to be the missionaries, but to support the missions that are    
already there. Part of that support is financial - bringing resources that help churches in poorer parts of the 
world build churches, schools, and medical facilities; but perhaps the more important help that we provide is 
accompaniment. Meeting and  getting to know each other and being aware of the joys and struggles that we    
each have, meeting with each other when possible, and of course, praying for each other.   
  

One of the most powerful programs in accompaniment that the ELCA has is the Young Adults in Global Mission 
Program (YAGM), where young adults in their twenties take a year off from school or work to spend a year with 
one of our partner denominations around the world. The experiences that these young adults are life-changing, 
and many involved in these programs are often inspired to continue as leaders in the church.  It will not be too 
long in the future that many of the pastors who will be serving us will have gotten their start in the life of the 
Church as YAGM's. 
  

On the weekend of September 29th and 30th we are going to be celebrating Global Mission Sunday. Assistant to 
the Bishop - Pastor Marilyn Hanson will be our guest pastor for the weekend services, and during the Sunday 
School hour on Sunday from 9 to 10 a.m. the Sunday School will welcome everyone to join them on a world 
adventure in the Narthex as they will get their passports stamped as they go to Tanzania, India, and the Holy 
Land to learn about the work of Global Mission in those places.   
  

Our Northern Illinois Synod is in partnership with the North Central District of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in     Tanzania and the Arcot Lutheran Church in southeastern India.  Over the years Bishop Wollersheim and now 
Bishop Clements along with delegations from our synod have visited with the members of those two churches, 
and many       congregations have set up partnership relationships with congregations in those places sharing 
correspondences and even visits, and have contributed to the building up of ministries.   
  

We at St. Paul's have a special connection to the mission that happens in the Holy Land because a son of our 
congregation, Pastor Mark Brown, has spent the last 30 years of his ministry in Jerusalem with the Lutheran 
World Federation and their work through Augusta Victoria Hospital on the Mount of Olives, and their support of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Jordan and the Holy Land. 
  
As the Sunday School comes together in the Narthex on Sunday, September 30th from 9 to 10 a.m., I hope that 
you can take some time to stay a little while after church at 7:45 or come a little early before church at 10:15, or 
just come for all the time from 9 to 10 to join our Sunday School as they go around from station to station and 
learn about Global Mission today and how we and our partner churches  are at work sharing God's love and the 
good news of Christ in the places they live. 
  
In Christ, Pastor Bill Callister 
 


