
This year our Stewardship Committee is going to lead us through a resource designed by Pastor Kurt Nordby, now 
retired assistant to the Bishop of our Northern Illinois Synod. The resource is titled, "Growing as Disciples and 
Stewards: Living in and Living Out God's Grace. When we gather for worship on the weekend of November 30th and 
December 1st, when we hand in our commitment sheets and have our Annual meeting following the 10:15 worship, 
our Stewardship emphasis for this year will conclude with a note on Giving. 
  

So far in this year's Stewardship weeks we have talked about stewardship in terms of prayer, study, and 
worship.  These are the parts of stewardship that emphasize on us taking care of ourselves - doing the 
things we need to do in order that we grow to be the spiritual people we need to be in order can be the 
disciples Jesus wants us to be and reach out to others through us inviting others into a relationship in 
Christ along with us, serving Christ and Christ's mission through the work of our congregation and caring 
for the needs of the world around us, and giving of ourselves, our time, and our treasures. These three - 
serving, inviting, and giving - will be addressed in greater detail next Fall. 
  

But as we conclude this year's stewardship emphasis, we take a moment to consider giving.  Giving is 
what    we probably most associate with stewardship and stewardship drives.  It is probably why most 
stewardship Sundays and "Drives" are often greeted by more groans of distress than cheers of 
enthusiasm (by both congregants and pastors who have to talk about it). We groan because we know that 
it ends up being a talk about money and giving more than what we are already giving. And that usually 
becomes an uncomfortable conversation, because we don't like to give the impression that the church is 
always asking for money, and it often makes us feel like we are not giving as much as we could or should. 
  

This is not the attitude we should have about giving. If we have our spiritual life in order - if we are 
praying, studying, and worshiping as our Lord desires - then our giving is not done grudgingly or simply 
out of obligation, but out of a joy and gratitude for what our Lord has already done for us. Pastor Kurt 
Nordby, the  author of our stewardship materials, "Growing as Disciples and Stewards" put it so 
beautifully when he said,  "The basic foundational reason for giving, whatever the gift may be, is from a 
heart filled with joy and gratitude for all of God's abundant gifts, but especially the gift of grace in Jesus 
Christ." 
  

As we give thanks at Thanksgiving and enter into the Advent and Christmas seasons, we remind 
ourselves of  all the blessings that have come to us from a God who loves us so deeply. We remember and 
give thanks for the God who is our creator and who gives us life and all we need to meet every day's 
needs; but most especially we remember how our Lord came to us as a child born in Bethlehem. Born to 
meet our greatest need, the forgiveness of sin that leads to salvation and eternal life with our Lord. And 
we remind ourselves that whatever we give - be it the talents and skills we have, be it the sacrifice of our 
time to serve in the church or the world, or the money we give for the work of the kingdom, we give 
joyfully and with gratitude. For all that we have first came to us from God who lovingly and graciously 
gives to us more than we need or deserve, and therefore we lovingly and graciously give back from what 
we have been given as a joyful response for what the Lord has done for us. 
  

In Christ,  
Pastor Bill Callister 
  

 


